
St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel 

First Sunday in Advent 

December 1, 2024 

Divine Service Setting Four, Lutheran Service Book, page 203. 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 

and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered 

us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new 

life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

 

335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice 

 



 

 
Text: Danish, c. 1600; tr. Victor O. Petersen, 1864–1929, alt. 

Tune: Der Bussfertige Sünder, 1679, Nürnberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Kyrie  LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 

threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 33:14–16 

 14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 

spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will 

be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD 

is our righteousness.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 6 

1To you, | O LORD,* 

 I lift | up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be | put to shame;* 

 let not my enemies exult | over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 



4Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

 teach me | your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my sal- | vation;* 

 for you I wait all the | day long. 

6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 

 for they have been | from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;* 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, | O LORD! 

8Good and upright | is the LORD;* 

 therefore he instructs sinners | in the way. 
9He leads the humble in | what is right,* 

 and teaches the humble | his way. 
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and | faithfulness,* 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testi- | monies. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen 

 

Epistle  1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 

 9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our 

God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is 

lacking in your faith? 

 11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and may the 

Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13so that he 

may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus with all his saints. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  Luke 21:25–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in 

perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with 

foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then 



they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 

begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

 29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in 

leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will 

not pass away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

 34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares 

of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on 

the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape 

all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 



 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

Δ 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 

1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. 

Grobien, 1973 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001899 

Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “Straighten up, Raise your head, Stay Awake, and Pray”  Luke 21:25–36 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 



 

Stand 

 

Preface  LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the 

kingdom of heaven draws near. 

  

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us 

to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again 

in glory. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ✠ body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠ blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution 

Concerning the Holy Communion 

 We ordinarily offer the Lord’s Supper only to those who are 

communicant members of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or of congregations 

which are part of a church body which is in altar or pulpit fellowship with the LCMS. The Scriptures teach 

that Holy Communion is to be a confession of a common faith (1 Cor. 10:17, Acts 2:42) and that those who 

are unprepared may even do themselves spiritual harm (1 Cor. 11:23-32). We do not hereby presume to 

question another’s faith in Christ, but hold this historic position out of love for God’s Word and in care for 

souls. Inviting all Christians to Communion would imply a oneness which does not yet exist but for which 

we must all pray. Even as we try to respect the practices of other Christian denominations so we ask others 

to respect our practice. Those who would like to discuss this practice at more length may make an 

appointment with our pastor to do so. 

 If you are unable to receive Holy Communion, but wish to receive a blessing, please feel free to come 

forward. Please stand with your hands behind your back to indicate that you would like a blessing. 

 



334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

1 Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, 

    Came with peace from realms on high; 

Jesus came to win redemption, 

    Lowly came on earth to die; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Came in deep humility. 



 

2 Jesus comes again in mercy 

    When our hearts are worn with care; 

Jesus comes again in answer 

    To an earnest, heartfelt prayer; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Comes to save us from despair. 

 

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 

    Bringing news of sins forgiv’n; 

Jesus comes with words of gladness, 

    Leading souls redeemed to heav’n. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Hope to all the world is giv’n. 

 

4 Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, 

    Shares alike our hopes and fears; 

Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, 

    Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Comforts us in failing years. 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 

this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



C Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus  LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Announcements 

In our prayers we pray for Donna Heilman who is undergoing treatments for cancer.  

Upcoming Events! 

The Over 21 Crowd meets in Sunday, December 8, at 7:00 PM at Big Grove, Iowa City.  

 

Student Christmas Party. Friday, December 13, at the chapel at 6:00 PM. Dinner is included. Christmas 

sweaters are encouraged.  

 

Pastor Vacation. Pastor Mons will be on vacation December 16-January 1. He will be at chapel for midweek 

Advent, Christmas Eve, and Sunday Divine Service. If you are in need of pastoral services, please contact Rev. 

Sean Hansen at 319-210-4660. 

General Information 

 

Cry Room: If you are in need of a place to go with your children during the service, please feel free to use the 

bell tower. You will still be able to hear the service from there. Also, there is a changing station in the women’s 

bathroom. 

 

Bulletin Announcements: If you are in charge of an announcement for an event, please have it to the 

administrative assistant by 9:00 AM on the Thursday before the first Sunday you would like it to run. E-mail it 

to stpaulschapel.iowacity@gmail.com 

 

Lost and Found! In the student center is a wicker storage cube which is the Chapel’s Lost and Found. Any 

items left in the Chapel will be placed in this container.  At the end of each month, the bin will be emptied and 

its contents will be donated to Good Will. All Chapelites are strongly encouraged to check the Lost and Found 

periodically so we don’t donate something of yours! 

 

Auto Debit Offering Option:  If you would like to automate or update your existing auto-offering please 

visit https://stpaulic.com/giving/ or speak with Chapel Treasurer Trent Dickerson, treasurer.stpaul@gmail.com 

https://stpaulic.com/giving/
mailto:treasurer.stpaul@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Calendar 

 

 

1 Today    

Divine Service at 9:00 AM 

Happy Hour 

NO Bible class 

 

4 Wednesday   

Mid-Week Advent at 7:00 PM 

Bible study at 7:30 PM 

 

8 Sunday   

Divine Service at 9:00 AM  

Happy Hour 

Bible class 

Over 21 at 7:00 PM at Big Grove 

 

Private absolution is available by appointment. 

 

Contact Information: 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

404 East Jefferson, Iowa City, IA 52245, (319) 337-3652 www.stpaulic.com 

Rev. W. Max Mons, S.T.M.: wmaxmons@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant: stpaulschapel.iowacity@gmail.com 

 

 


