St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2023

Vespers LSB, page 229
Please stand and follow the cross

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es  rais - ing, Christ the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend -ing And in
3Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen - dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a-
love our race  be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
com - fort sweet and ten-der, Forc - ing Sa - tan to sur-
fet - ters that pos-sessed us, From the grief that sore dis-
o] . . .
55— [ — P S—— ] —— n —1—+ 1
> Y S N Y AN N . R, O IO —
Py} T T ~_°® ¢
maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved us from  the wi - ly foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us

Till we join Your choir above.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607—76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001899
Tune: Public domain

L O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

or

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia.



Psalmody

Psalm Psalm 110:1-4

The LorD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my | right hand,*
until 1 make your enemies your | footstool.”

The LoRD sends forth from Zion

your mighty | scepter.*

Rule in the midst of your | enemies!
3Your people will offer themselves freely

on the day of your power,

in holy | garments;*
from the womb of the morning,

the dew of your youth | will be yours.
“The LORD has sworn

and will not | change his mind,*
“You are a priest forever

after the order of Mel- | chizedek.”

Sit

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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1 Of the Fa- ther’s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
40 ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,

full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one  ac - cord, Whom the voic - es of the proph - ets

prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be

And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo -ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture years  shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - 'ty voice in con - cert ring

min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker,
1821-77

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain

Readings

Reading
P Areading from Isaiah, chapter 7.

Isaiah 7:10-14

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high

as heaven.” *?But Ahaz said, “I will not a

sk, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” **And he said,

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?

4Therefore the Lord himself will give yo
shall call his name Immanuel.”

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

332 Savior of the Nations, Come

u a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was  found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
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here  Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.



By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

A8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds,
1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A.
Grobien, 1973
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001899
Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain

Reading 1 John 4:7-16
P Areading from 1 John, chapter 4.

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. °In this the love of
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. *°In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. !Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. *And we
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. *Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. **So we have come to know and to
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

383 A Grneat and Mighty Wonder
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1 A great and might-y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:
2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And yet re-mains on high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!
And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I’em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De -cree - ing end -less peace.
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Pro - claim the Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”

Text: Germanus, c. 634—c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Kéln
Text and tune: Public domain

Reading Matthew 1:18-25
L A reading from Matthew, chapter 1.

8Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. *°And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23«“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 2°but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called
his name Jesus.

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Responsory LSB 230
Teach me Your way, O Lord, that | may walk in Your truth.
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Unite my heart to fear Your name that | may walk in Your truth.
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

OUVOTOTO

370 What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate @ Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The

own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98

Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon “Bad Kids” “lsaiah 7:10-14”

Vocal Duet - “See In Yonder Manger Low” (Text: Edward Caswall ; Tune: John Goss / arr. John Behnke)
Canticle
Stand

P Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

933 My Soul Rejoices
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1 My soul re - joic - es, My spir - it voic - es— Sing the
2 His arm now bar - ing, His strength de - clar - ing— Sing the
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great - ness of the Lord! For God my Sav - ior Has shown me

great - ness of the Lord! The proud He scat - ters, Their rule He

—
fa - vor— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord!  With praise and
shat-ters— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord! Op - pres-sion
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bless-ing, Join in con-fess - ing God, who is sole - ly Might-y and
halt - ed; The meek ex - alt - ed. Full are the hun - gry; Emp-ty, the
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ho - ly— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord! His mer-cy
wealth-y— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord! Here is the
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sure - ly Shall rest se-cure - ly On all who fear Him,
to - ken Al that was spo - ken To  A-brham’s off - spring
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Love and re - vere Him— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!
God is ful - fill - ing— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!

Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission; LSB Hymn License no. 110001899

Tune: Public domain

Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects
P O Lord, hear my prayer.
C And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day

LSB 233

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence
behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Other Collects

Collect for Peace

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.



363 Silent Night, Holy Night

Vocalists will sing a verse in German. The congregation the sings the entire hymn.
To avoid dripping wax, please dip the unlighted candle into the flame of the lighted candle.

sts. 1-3
e
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1Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
2 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-Iu - ia!  Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly  peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Benedicamus LSB 234
P Letus bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 234
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C Amen.

386 NOWhSing We, Now Rejoic
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice,

2 Come from on high to me; 1 can - not

to

Now raise to heav’'n our voice;
rise

Thee.

3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us  Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,
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Not so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav’'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt.
Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements
Vocalists — James Mons and Annie Taugher.
Please join us downstairs for a post service Happy Hour.

There is NO Christmas Day service.

Following the service, Pastor Mons is on vacation. If you are in need of pastoral services, please contact Rev.
Sean Hansen 319-210-4660.



